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Our first-ever carrier scenario was run at the August battle.  It seemed to work OK, despite a lack of 
warships participating in the battle.  Damage was light as well.  Everybody seemed to have a lot of fun, 
though. 
 
Sadly, Walter McGovern is having to leave the club, due to work issues.  The club has agreed to buy out 
his materials, including a USS South Dakota hull (fiberglass), a Brian Furlotte Liberty Ship hull, with 
molded-in cap rail, water channel, and stuffing tube, as well as various other items.  Contact CO Mike 
Duffy if you’re interested in buying any of these items from the club.  Best wishes to Walter! 
 
It looks like we’re not going to participate in the downtown Kaufman festival in October.  There just isn’t 
enough time to get everything done, and the organizers want us to pay too much.  Maybe another time. 

“Big Gun Radio-Controlled 
Warship Combat is one of the 
most important advances in 
guy thinking since the potato 
gun.” 
 

- Dave Barry 



Scuttlebutt from the CO 
- Mike Duffy, CO 
 
(The CO did not submit a column for this issue.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Battle Report 
- John Mianowski, OOD for August 
 
The August 28th battle saw nine ships on the 
water.  Unfortunately, only two of them were 
armed and one of those was knocked out with an 
apparently-blown speed control.  The result was 
not much damage at all, and a lot of ships had 
problems.  One that seemed to work pretty well 
was David Huffhines’ carrier IJN Akagi.  A 
scenario was designed specifically to give a 
carrier something meaningful to do, and this ship 
executed it flawlessly.  The objective was to 
make four straight-line runs of about a hundred 
feet, in 150% of the ship’s minimum one 
hundred-foot maximum time at top speed.  Four 
runs would win the Carrier segment for the Axis, 
while anything less would win it for the Allies.  
Akagi made twenty runs! 
 
In other action Jerry Ethridge’s DMK Lutzow 
got two confirmed, uncontested kills as it sent a 
pair of Allied cargo ships to the bottom.  Others 
went down as well due to unseaworthiness, and 
were scored as lost.  The only Allied warship to 
enter the battle – late – was John Mianowski’s 

USS Indiana, which was lost with the above-
mentioned blown speed control just a few 
minutes after entering the battle.  William 
Jowers’ FNS Jaureguiberry made its debut 
unarmed, in a cargo role. 
 
The Cargo segment was done a little differently 
from past battles.  Instead of each team’s cargo 
ships running a complete circuit of all ports, 
Axis and Allied “home” ports were designated, 
and each team had to deliver cargo from the 
“Neutral” port to their respective home ports.  
The Axis had a longer run, but had some floating 
islands to hide behind if they wanted, creating a 
narrow channel along the Western shore.  The 
Allies had a shorter run, but it was fully exposed.  
They also had more cargo ships, but no escorts.  
Both the Carrier and Cargo scenarios seemed to 
go over pretty well, considering the light turnout 
of armed ships.  A plan to allow the teams a 
chance to “capture” their enemy’s port was 
scrapped, since there weren’t enough ships to 
make it work – maybe some other time. 

September, 2005 Events: 
 
Saturday, 10-Sept. Build Session 
12:00 PM 3524 CR 1157, Greenville 

Tools, materials, space, 
advice available 
Overnight facilities 
(including an RV hookup) 

 
Sunday, 11-Sept. General Meeting 
1:00 PM 3524 CR 1157, Greenville 
 
Saturday, 17-Sept. Battle! 

Star Brand Ranch, Kaufman 
10:00 AM  Setup 
12:00 PM Battle Starts 



 
August Battle Scoring 
 
Axis: 
 
Ship Combat 

Points 
Cargo 
Points 

Cargo 
Runs 

Carrier 
Runs 

Above On Below Result 

DKM Lutzow 0    0 0 0  
IJN Akagi 0  20  0 0 0  
DKM Altmark 0 6000 12  0 0 0  
FNS 
Jaureguiberry 355 125 1  0 0 0 LOST 
         
Allies:         
         
Ship Combat 

Points 
Cargo 
Points 

Cargo 
Runs 

Carrier 
Runs 

Above On Below Result 

USS Cimerron 2800  2000 4  1 1 3 SUNK 
AK-74 0 125 1  0 0 0  
AK-80 270 0 0  0 0 0 LOST 
AK-87 2970 125 1  0 0 1 LOST/SUNK 
USS Indiana 875    0 0 0  LOST 
 
Totals: 
 
 Combat (Inflicted) Cargo Carrier 
Axis 6040 6125 20 
Allies 355 2250  
 
2005 Year-To-Date Standings: 
 
 Total Points 

Inflicted - 
Combat 

Total Points 
Achieved - 
Cargo 

Total Points 
Achieved - 
Carrier  

Axis 18,100 10625 20 
Allies 34,165 2250 0 
 
With 4 battles left to go in 2005, the Allies have a huge lead in 
Combat, while the Axis leads Cargo by a similar margin.  The 
light turnouts we’ve experienced this year tend to favor the 
Allies keeping their Combat lead, but anything can happen 
with Cargo, as has been seen on a couple of occasions when 
nobody showed up to contest cargo runs, and the convoys 
were able to rack up huge point totals.  Unless there’s a secret 
building project going on somewhere, the Allies won’t field a 
carrier, so this segment basically belongs to the Axis.  One or two well-attended battles could turn things 
completely around. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
- Wreno Wynne, Treasurer 
 
(The Treasurer did not submit a report for this month.) 

 
 
 
Executive Officer (XO) needed to 
complete the current year.  
Responsible for conducting club 
battles, scoring, & reporting.  May 
delegate duties to others as seen fit.  
Automatic promotion to Commanding 
Officer (CO) in January, 2006. 
Apply at the September general 
meeting. 
 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Webmaster 
 
Someone to assume either or both 
duties starting January, 2006, or 
sooner, if desired. 

HELP WANTED 



Guest Editorial 
- John Mianowski 
 
Had the CO bothered to submit a column for the newsletter this month, he might have mentioned the fact 
that our club Executive Officer (XO), Jeff Burns, has resigned from the position.  This puts the club in a 
considerable bind.  The XO is the officer primarily responsible for the ongoing operation of the club’s 
primary activities, our monthly battles.  This is not just a large part of what we do, this is the one, single 
thing that sets us apart as a group from all other social and model-building groups – it’s absolutely 
fundamental to what we are and the single most important activity that our group engages in. 
 
I have volunteered to take on the XO’s battle-related duties for the remainder of this year, or until a new 
XO steps forward, whichever comes first.  I hope that somebody will step forward soon, and take on this 
responsibility.  The sooner this happens, the better, to give the new XO as much opportunity as possible to 
establish themselves in a club leadership role.  When the club was first formed, we decided to adopt an 
automatic succession from XO to CO at the start of each year.  This was intended to ensure that our 
incoming CO is trained and experienced in the club’s operation.  Next year’s CO is going to be 
disadvantaged to some degree, because they will have at most four months of “practice” serving as XO.  
The more time that goes by before the new XO assumes office, the less training they will have received 
when it’s their time to take over the helm as club CO. 
 
I’m not talking about a future, potential problem that may or may not materialize.  We can’t afford to just 
wait and see what happens.  Let’s not misunderstand what I’m talking about here.  This club is in a real 
crisis of leadership right now.  It’s only going to get worse as the year goes on, and finally come to a head 
in January, unless somebody steps forward right now.  Many people have invested a lot of time, effort, and 
money in this hobby and in this club.  I, for one, would hate to see it all go down the tubes, but that’s 
exactly what’s going to happen if we continue to follow our present “do nothing – let it drop” course. 
 
Many people are fans of quotes, particularly those made by somebody famous.  I’m not famous, but I’ve 
got an original quote that I think applies to our current situation:  “Good things happen when you make 
them happen; bad things happen when you let them happen.”  To sit idly by and do nothing is to allow bad 
things to happen to our club.  To use a sports analogy, if we were a football team and saw the ball lying on 
the ground, what would we do?  To do nothing, and not pick up that dropped ball, would leave an 
opportunity for our opponents to pick it up – a bad thing.  Somebody needs to make a move and pick up 
that ball!  If you wait for somebody else to do it, it’s not going to get done. 
 
People may worry that they don’t have what it takes to lead the club.  To anybody who thinks that way, I 
can assure you with no doubt whatsoever that you can be sure of being right by not trying.  It takes no faith 
in oneself at all to give up, and not try, and if you already don’t believe in yourself, you won’t be 
disappointed.  But I’ll tell you what I believe.  I believe that most people would surprise themselves at what 
they’re really capable of, if they would only give themselves the benefit of the doubt.  What really 
distinguishes the winners from the pack?  Most often it’s not superior skill, strength, intelligence, or any 
particular talent.  Most often, the winner is the one who believes in himself enough to try just a little harder 
to make something happen.  The also-rans are the ones who let it happen. 
 
This club could be truly great.  We aren’t there yet, not by a long shot.  Despite all that’s been done so far 
to build this club, we’re still in a precarious position.  It could go either way at this point.  Do nothing, and 
it all collapses in a few short months.  We need somebody to decide that they want something better than to 
have it all just fall apart from lack of interest.  Somebody needs to come up with a vision for a better future, 
a plan to get us from here to there, and the resolve to stick with it.  The rest of us need to support this 
person actively, and not just do nothing.  Our next leader is in the club right now, reading this newsletter.  
They don’t need to be the most skilled ship builder, or the most feared fighter.  They only have to be 
willing to pick up that ball and run with it. 


