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NABGO I is complete!  From all accounts, a good time was had by all!  Those who didn’t make it really 
missed a good time!  Thanks to Rob and Lisa Fristrom from the Mid-Atlantic Battle Group who drove all 
the way from Maryland to attend!  Looks like we owe somebody a return visit… 
 
Speaking of Rob and Lisa, the club voted to extend them Associate Membership in appreciation of their 
trek.  Welcome aboard!  Rob, at least, is now a member of three Big Gun clubs – he’s also a member of 
the Midwest Battle Group and they make that journey two or three times a year as well. 
 
Welcome aboard also to Jacob and Ron Zieleniewski, who attended NABGO as visitors and joined on the 
spot! 

“Big Gun Radio-Controlled 
Warship Combat is one of the 
most important advances in 
guy thinking since the potato 
gun.” 
 

- Dave Barry 



Scuttlebutt from the CO 
- Mike Duffy, CO 
 
Well, we did it.  We set our sights on organizing 
and holding the first ever North American Big 
Gun Open.  Congratulations NTXBG!  The 
events planned were fun and challenging.  The 
logistics of the equipment were on time and 
plentiful.  The awards and sponsors were 
appropriate and generous.  And the T-shirts were 
great looking.  I want to thank each and everyone 
for their time and effort they put into planning 
and participating in the 1st NABGO.  And, to 
our host at Star Brand Ranch, thanks to you and 
your staff for making us so comfortable. 
 
As all of you, I would have liked more people 
from other clubs.  Well early on we discussed the 
possibility of low attendance and we decided that 
we would go forward with or without any 
outside guest.  Rob and Lisa had a great time, for 
that we can be proud.  The first of anything must 
always be the most difficult.  Having the first 
under our belt will make the future NABGO’s 
more successful and larger. 
 
My hope for NTXBG and NABGO is to chart a 
course for bigger and better things.  We have laid 
good ground work here.  Is there room for 
improvement? Of course.  Was this event 
perfect?  What events are?  Next year our club 
will take the successes learned in 2005 and 
improve upon them. 
 
Again, I want to say, well done to all.  For those 
that attended, thanks for coming and I hope you 
enjoyed yourself as much as I did.  For those  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
with conflicts, you were missed, we hope you 
can join us next year. 
 
On a different note, welcome to Ron and Jacob.  
Our newest members are a father and son team. 
Please feel free to ask for anything you need to 
get started.  We have a wealth of information 
stored and a cheap lock securing it.  We were 
happy you came to witness our 1st NABGO 
event and hope to have you participating in next 
years. 
 

 

NABGO 
 
Results of the 2005 North American Big Gun Operations held on 08-10 July, 2005 at Star Brand Ranch: 
 
Friday Maneuvering & Gunnery  
 
Gunnery  
1st - USS Missouri (Don Payne, Captain) - 20  
2nd - USS South Dakota (Rob Fristrom, Captain) - 4  
 
Maneuvering (Warships)  
1st - USS Indiana (John Mianowski, Captain) - 3:14  
2nd - USS South Dakota (Rob Fristrom, Captain) - 6:40  
 

Maneuvering (Cargo Ships)  
1st - DMK Altmark (Joe Dey, Captain)  
2nd - USS Lake Shore (Wreno Wynne, Captain)  
 
Combat Awards  
 
Saturday Scenario Champions  
1st - Blue Team (Allies)  
 

August Events: 
 
Tuesday, 09-Aug. General Meeting 
7:00 PM Pluckers Wing Factory & 

Grill, 5500 Greenville 
Ave, Dallas 

 
**Note the change of day & time from our 
usual 2nd Sunday** 
 
Sunday, 21-Aug.  Battle 
11:00 AM Star Brand Ranch 
9:00 AM Setup Starts 
 
**Note the change of day & time from our 
usual 3rd Saturday** 
 



Most Damage (Sunk)  
1st - VNS Dunkerque (Wes Wynne, Captain)  
2nd - VNS Richelieu (Mike Duffy, Captain)  
3rd - DMK Lutzow (Jerry Ethridge, Captain)  
 
Most Damage Without Sinking  
1st - HMS Nelson (John Mianowski, Captain)  
2ndIJN Akagi (David Huffhines, Captain)  
 
Most Cargo Delivered  
1st - USS Cimerron (Mike Volpe, Captain) - 4500  
2nd - DKM Altmark (Joe Dey, Captain) - 1500  
 
Best Performance by a Rookie Captain  
1st - DKM Graf Spee (Shannon, Captain)  
2nd - USS Cimerron (Mike Volpe, Captain)  
3rd - DKM Altmark (Joe Dey, Captain)  
 
Miscellaneous Awards  
 
Best of Show  
1st - USS Missouri (Don Payne, Captain)  
 
Best Looking Ship  
1st - DKM Bismarck (Billy Roden, Captain)  
2nd - USS Missouri (Don Payne, Captain)  
 

Best Engineered Ship  
1st - USS Missouri (Don Payne, Captain)  
2nd - DKM Scharnhorst (Rob Fristrom, Captain)  
3rd - VNS Dunkerque (Wes Wynne, Captain)  
 
Best Sink  
1st - VNS Dunkerque (Wes Wynne, Captain)  
2nd - DKM Lutzow (Jerry Ethridge, Captain)  
3rd - VNS Richelieu (Mike Duffy, Captain)  
 
Most Feared  
1st - VNS Dunkerque (Wes Wynne, Captain)  
2nd - USS Missouri (Don Payne, Captain)  
 
Greatest Distance Travelled  
1st - Lisa Fristrom  
 
Sunday "Texas Cage Match"  
1st - USS South Dakota (Rob Fristrom, Captain)  
 
Door Prizes:  
Gift Certificate - Lone Star Balsa: Shannon Huffhines  
Gift Certificate - Lone Star Balsa: Don Payne  
Screw Assortment - Micro Fasteners: Wes Wynne  
Long Servo Screws - Micro Fasteners: Mike Duffy  
Short Servo Screws - Micro Fasteners: Mark Crowder  
"Destroyer Command" Computer Game - Half Price Books: 
David Huffhines  
 

Safety Report  
- William Jowers, SO 
 
We had a few moments [at NABGO] in which 
some people forget and removed their safety 
glasses but were quickly told to reinstall them in 
their proper useful place.  Battle was stopped 
once because of a ship’s guns becoming 

damaged and were pointed up. Ship was 
removed from battle until fixed. This is the 
reason that safety glasses need to be worn all the 
time when battle is called, not just in front of the 
rope, but anywhere from tables to water. 

Promotion Opportunity 
 
We have been invited to participate in the Kaufman Fall Festival.  The hours are tentatively 10/29/2005, 
9:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. and 10/30/2005, 1:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.  We have turned in a map indicating that 
we wish to block off Mulberry Street, West of the square, and fill it with water for about 60 feet or so to 
make a maneuvering pond.  They want us to raise funds for the club (or if not the club, a charity of our 
choice).  Charge to run a Liberty ship for a while?  A Battleship?  They were ecstatic when I indicated we 
might be able to man the street for the whole event and charge for it (no charge to us, by the way).  What 
they want us to do is:  Get any volunteers we need, sketch out any activities or hours for their schedule, and 
give them a budget of funds, supplies, sponsors, etc. as appropriate, and an indication of where promotion 
would be appropriate. 
 
In a related vein - one of the Historical Commission members indicated we might want to work with the 
RAF museum in Terrell (at the airport) to get a battle pond built - lots of access, lots of flat areas, lots of 
WWII interest.  Perhaps a memorial reflective pond that is appropriate for battling? 



Treasurer’s Report 
- Wreno Wynne, Treasurer 
 
As of July 25, 2005 

 
Monthly Activity (NABGO not included): 
 
Beginning Balance: $1,409.97 
 
Receipts: 
 
0 @ Membership Dues, Individual @ 20 each $0.00 
0 @ Membership Dues, Family @ $30 each $0.00 
0 @ Prepaid full year Battle Assessments @ $50 $0.00 
0 @ Monthly Battle Assessments @ $5 each $0.00 
Fund Raiser Sales - T-shirts $0.00 
Gifts/Contributions $0.00 
Equipment Reimbursements $0.00 
 
Total Collected in Period $0.00 
 

Expenditures: 
 
Ammunition $0.00 
CO2 $0.00 
Newsletter $0.00 
Shows & Events: $0.00 
Food $0.00 
Other (Valve Repair) $0.00 
Total Expenditures $0.00 
 
Net Change for month: $0.00 
 
Ending Balance: $1,409.97 
 

Annual Summary (NABGO not included): 
 
Beginning Balance: $763.37 
 
Receipts: 
 
15 @ Membership Dues, individual, @ 20 each $300.00 
1 @ Family Membership Dues @ $30 each $30.00 
Battle Assessments $395.00 
Fund Raiser Sales $45.00 
Gifts $5.00 
Equipment Reimbursements $0.00 
 
Total Collected in Period $775.00 
 

Expenditures: 
 
Shows $46.36 
Ammunition $0.00 
CO2 $0.00 
Newsletter $82.04 
Other $0.00 
 
Total Expenditures $128.40 
 
Net Change for Year to Date: $646.60  
 
Ending Balance: $1,409.97 
 

NABGO Room Receipts 
 
 (held by Star Brand) NTXBG 
3 @ Battlers Double Occupancy $825.00 $150.00 
3 @ Battlers Single Occupancy $897.00 $150.00 
3 @ Battlers - Meals and Battle Fee only $450.00 $150.00 
1 @ Battlers - Banquet and Battle Fee Only $100.00 $50.00 
2 @ Battlers - No Meals, Battle Fee Only $100.00 $100.00 
2 @ Non-Battlers Double Occupancy $450.00 $0.00 
Non-Battlers Single Occupancy 
Non Battlers All Meals 
3 @ Non Battlers  - Banquet Only$150.00 
Overpayments $2.00 $2.00 
1 @ T-Shirts $15.00 $15.00 
 $2,989.00 $617.00 
 
TOTAL NTXBG Receipts for NABGO:  $617.00 

Expenditures 
 
Awards (DH)  ($93.23) 
Awards (JM)  ($19.49) 
T-Shirts (JM)  ($173.20) 
Targets (MD)  ($66.46) 
CO2 (MW)  ($47.00) 
Ditty Bags (JE – Donated)  $0.00 
Gratuities   ($200.00) 
 
Total Expenditures  ($599.38) 
 
Net NABGO  $17.62 
 

 
 
NOTE:  3 T-shirts available @ 15 each 
 
Assuming no changes in the figures, these amounts will be rolled into the August report. 


