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July featured a makeup battle and an exhibition night battle on the 4th of July weekend, as well as the 
regular monthly battle, for a pretty busy month!  The July 4 weekend featured an excellent celebration 
hosted by the Wynne family at the Star Brand Ranch.  A big “THANK YOU!” to the Wynnes for 
including us in their 4th of July activities. 
 
Records were set at the July battle that may never be broken, for the number of convoy runs and convoy 
points by a single ship.  Hey, it wasn’t their fault that the opposition chickened out & didn’t show! 
 
August battle is 8/21 at Star Brand Ranch, & August meeting is 8/8 at Mike’s Hobby Shop. 

“Big Gun Radio-Controlled 
Warship Combat is one of the 
most important advances in 
guy thinking since the potato 
gun.” 
 

- Dave Barry 



Scuttlebutt from the CO 
- Jerry Ethridge, CO 
 
 
 
 
 
(The CO did not submit a column for this issue) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April Battle Report (Made Up 7/4) 
- Mike Duffy, XO 
 
(The XO did not submit a battle report for this issue) 
 

July Battle Report 
- Wreno Wynne, OOD 
 
After Action Report 17 July 2004, Western Gulf 
Theater, Captain W. Wynne, Allied Merchant 
Marine, OOD. 
 
The weather was clear and calm today as 
operations began.  Reports that the sea lanes 
were clear of submarines and that much of the 
Axis fleet were in other waters indicated that 
Allied forces should use this time to replenish 
their supplies to the extent possible.  Intelligence 
revealed that the Richelieu and her captain were 
in port, both for much needed repairs, and, while 
the Dunkerque was still steaming for the area, 
would not arrive in time to be a factor.  Her new 
captain, Mssr. Capitaine Butts, however, 
volunteered to use his shore time captaining the 
Cimarron to bring much needed fuel for the 
allied effort.  Captain Crowder, finding the Iowa 
in drydock for refitting, oversaw operations.   
Due to time and tides, Captaine Butts set sail 
shortly before 14:00 local time.  Shortly after 
setting to sea, he spotted the Axis ship, Altmark, 
captained by the renowned Herr  Kapitän Wes 
"The Unsinkable" Wynne, setting out to resupply 
Axis forces.  Soon after the Cimarron and 
Altmark set out, the Lake Shore, supplies and 
coal unreplenished since 02 July 2004, and  

without a damage control party aboard, set sail 
under my command to bring food and spare parts 
to our valiant troops.  
 
On receiving signals from the Cimarron and the 
Lake Shore that the Altmark was active in the 
Western Gulf, the mighty Nelson was dispatched 
to harass her and take her out, if possible.  
Captain Mianowski set sail with all haste.  Over 
the course of the sortie, the sea lanes became 
quite crowded at times, resulting in numerous 
brushing incidents, and even some major 
collisions.  The Nelson brought her guns to bear 
on Altmark repeatedly during the sortie, causing 
much damage, but it seemed that Kapitain Wes 
was, truly, unsinkable.  Even after a collision 
with the Cimarron, that caused a rupture 
displacing half of his main deck, he continued to 
sail and make cargo runs.  A steering gear failure 
caused him to return to port to make hasty 
repairs on the linkage, then back to sea.  The 
Cimarron also suffered some mechanical 
failures, requiring emergency port repairs during 
this grueling resupply effort.  The Lake Shore, 
low on fuel, continued her steady pace, and 
eventually outpaced the number of cargo runs 
made by either the Cimarron or the Altmark. 
 

August, 2004 Events; 
 
08-Aug General Meeting 1:00 PM 
 Mike’s Hobby Shop, Carrollton 
 
21-Aug Battle! 
 Star Brand Ranch 
 Setup 10:30 
 Captains’ Meeting 12:00 
 Shooting starts 12:30 



Toward the end of the day, heavily damaged, the 
Altmark was listing heavily and appeared on the 
verge of sinking, but then the damage control 
party got the pumps working, and once again she 
rose aright. 
 
Although outnumbered and undefended,  
Kapitän Wes once again defied the Allied forces, 
knowing that observers on the shore could see 
his actions.  Unfortunately, he ended up in the 
way of the Cimarron under full steam, and the 
collision finally caused enough damage that the 
Altmark slowly succumbed as it tried to reach  
port again.  Allied forces were happy to be able 

to report that this Kapitän, who has lead a 
charmed career so far, can be sunk.  However, he 
was reported to have survived the sink, so this 
particular concern is not over.  Further, during 
the resupply effort, the allied fleet was able to 
observe that the Axis forces were building 
another Deutschland class pocket battleship; 
intelligence indicating it to be named the Gryf 
Spee, and Kapitän Beckerich is overseeing her 
construction.  It appears to have been a good idea 
for the Allied fleet to take this opportunity for 
resupply, as future resupply missions may be 
even more hazardous. 
 

 
July 4 (April Makeup) Battle Scores 
 
Axis        
        
Ship Combat 

Points 
Cargo 
Runs 

Cargo 
Points 

Above On Below Result 

Richelieu 100  0 5  1  
Scharnhorst 80  0 8    
Altmark 110 13 3250 6 2   
        
Allied        
        
Ship Combat 

Points 
Cargo 
Runs 

Cargo 
Points 

Above On Below Result 

Nelson 90  0 4  1  
Missouri 280  0 18 2 1  
Espana 10  0 1    
 
 
Totals Sorties Won  - 

Combat 
Total Points 
Inflicted - Combat 

Sorties Won - 
Cargo 

Total Points 
Achieved - Cargo 

Axis  1 380 1 3250 
Allies 0 290 0 0 
 
 
July 19 Battle Scores 
 
Axis:        
Ship  Combat 

Points  
Cargo 
Points  

Cargo 
Runs  

Above  On  Below  Result 

Altmark  2800  7250  29  17  2  3  SUNK 
        
Allied:        
        
Ship  Combat 

Points  
Cargo 
Points  

Cargo 
Runs  

Above  On  Below  Result 

HMS Nelson  0  -  -  0  0  0  - 



USS Cimarron  0  8750  35  0  0  0  - 
Lake Shore  0  10750  43  0  0  0  - 
 
Totals: Combat (Inflicted)  Cargo 
Axis 0  7250 
Allied  2800  19500 
 
2004 Year-To-Date Standings: 
 
 Sorties Won - 

Combat  
Total Points 
Inflicted- Combat 

Sorties Won- 
Cargo 

Total Points 
Achieved- Cargo 

     
Axis  5  24910  4  16250 
Allies  4  36155  2  20750 
 

Rule Change Proposals 
 
Proposal #1: 
 
Proposed change to:  Rules of Construction is Revision A, adopted 07-December-2003 

IX ARMAMENTS AND WEAPONS SPECIFATIONS 
G MINES 

3 Every mine string shall have the first float 3 feet from the weighted end plus one float for 
every 5 feet or fraction thereof, spaced evenly between first float and the last float at the 
unweighted end. 

 
Proposed by:  William Jowers 
 
Background and purpose behind the change:  From questions asked at meeting July 10 04 on the length of 
mine fields some members had different concepts as of sub sec 3.  This is a step to clarify this part of rule 
on mines as explained and discussed by John M when I built the Spica.  It would also limit mine field to 50 
mines per string.  If a ship carries 150 mines then it could drop 3 mine fields of 50 each,  which would be 
24 ft of mines in 3 sets of 8ft. 
 
To me a mine field is the weight and all mines attached to it by string, not the number of mines carried by a 
ship. 
 
This is only to limit the length of the mine field that can be dropped in one string, not the number of mines 
carried by a ship. This will stop a ship from dropping all their mines at one time in one long string, as some 
ships can carry 300+ mines, which would cover 33+ ft area at onetime if sec 3 was left as is.  Multiple 
strings of mines dropped at one time is a waste and would be hard to keep straight and out of their props. 
 
So I am wishing to change the whole sec 3 where the string would be limited to 8 ft max but a ship can 
carry as many strings as their ship carried historically.  300 mines ship would be able to carry 6 strings 8 ft 
long of mines. How they drop them, all at once or one at time is a tactical issue.  Most ships were hard 
pressed to lay 30 mines at a time much less their whole load from the readings that I have.  Most of the 
time when they tried to do to much they did not come back.  On the average 2 out of 3 minelayers were 
sunk by mines or unknown cause. 
 
Proposed change:  Replace the current paragraph 3, above with the following: 
 



3 Every mine string shall have for its length a weight, 3 ft string, 1 float, 1 ft string, etc., for 
a maximum of 5 floats.  Maximum length of a mine string is 8 ft from weight to end of 
string which equals 50 mines historically. 

 
Proposal #2: 
 
Proposed change to:  Bylaws of the North Texas Battle Group, Adopted 08 December, 2002 
 
IX  CLUB NEWSLETTER  

A. The Club will publish a newsletter that is to serve as the official channel for announcements and 
other messages to the general club membership. 

B. Club newsletter will be published on a monthly schedule. 

C. Responsibility for producing The Club newsletter belongs to The Club Secretary, who may 
delegate this function to other personnel. 

D. Any member may submit information to be published in the newsletter by submitting the 
information to The Club Secretary, or the designated newsletter editor. 

E. One newsletter subscription is provided by The Club per paid membership, and will be mailed to 
the address maintained by The Club Secretary. 

F. Nonmembers of the North Texas Battle Group may subscribe to club newsletter for a fee of 
$US18.00 per calendar year. The CO has the authority to waive this fee. 

 
Proposed by:  John Mianowski 
 
Background and reason for change:  With electronic communications prevalent, there is no longer any need 
for the distribution of a printed newsletter. 
 
Proposed change:  Delete the entire section IX, above.  Also, remove all references to the newsletter by 
deleting the following highlighted sections, renumbering subsequent sections as appropriate: 
 
Bylaws of the North Texas Battle Group, Adopted 08 December, 2002 
 
II Changes To This Document 

E. The change proposal must be published in The Club's official newsletter and voted on at the 
next Regular Meeting, or by absentee via mail or by telephone. 
F. An absentee ballot will be published in a newsletter prior to the rules meeting. Those unable 
to attend the meeting may fill out the ballot and contact The Club Secretary prior to the rules 
meeting, as stated above. 

VII. Meetings 
D. Special membership meetings or Board of Admiralty meetings may be called at any time 

by the CO, or XO in the absence of the CO. 
1. Notification of special meetings must be made at  least 7 days in advance to the 

general membership, through regular (i.e. newslette r) or special mailings, or 
via telephone.  

 
Rules of Construction, Revision A, Adopted: 07 December, 2003 
 
III.  RULE CHANGES 
 



C.  The rule change request must be published in the newsletter and may be voted on at the 
next Regular Meeting, or by absentee via mail or by telephone. 

D.  The proposed rule change may be amended or modified by the membership prior to the 
acceptance vote, without making further general notice via newsletter. 

E.  An absentee ballot will be published in a newsletter prior to the rules meeting. Those unable 
to attend the meeting should fill out the ballot and contact the Club Secretary prior to the 
rules meeting, as stated above. 

 
Rules of Combat Games, North Texas Battle Group, Revision B., Adopted 11 January, 2004 
 
IV. Rule Changes 

C.  The rule change request must be published in the newsletter and may be voted on at the 
next Regular Meeting, or by absentee via mail, e-mail, or by telephone. 

D.  An absentee ballot will be published in a newsletter prior to the rules meeting. Those unable 
to attend the meeting should fill out the ballot and contact the Club Secretary prior to the 
rules meeting, as stated above. 

 

Treasure’s Report 
- Wreno Wynne, Treasurer 
 
As of July 26, 2004 

 
Beginning Balance $794.97 
 
July receipts: 
1  Membership Dues @ $20 each $20.00 
0 Prepaid full year battle assessments 
@ $50 each  $0.00 
4 Monthly Battle Assessments 
@ $5 each $20.00 
Fund Raiser Sales (T-Shirts) $45.00 
Equipment Reimbursements $0.00 
Total Collected in Period $85.00 
 
Expenditures:   
Ammunition  $0.00 
CO2  $0.00 
Newsletter $0.00 
Total Expenses in Period $0.00 
 
Ending Balance:  $879.97 
 

Annual Summary: 
 
9 Membership Dues 
@ $20 each $180.00 
1 Family  Membership Dues 
@ $30 each  $30.00  
Battle assessments  $395.00 
Fund Raisers $120.00 
Equipment Reimbursements $400.00 
Total Collected  $1125.00 
 
Expenditures: 
 
Shows $70.00 
Ammunition  $78.21 
CO2 $24.03 
Newsletter  $72.79 
Total Expenses in Period  $245.03 
 
Ending Balance:  $879.97 
 

2 shirts were distributed for which payment has not yet been made, leaving an additional $30 in uncollected 
funds. 
 


