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Nobody won a mug guessing on last month’s mystery ship.  To prevent any further hair-pulling, the ship 
was HNLMS Sumatra, a light cruiser of the Dutch navy. 
 
Jason Annen of the Midwest Battle Group – builder of many of the warship cannons in use in the club – 
visited for the weekend of the March battle.  The battle itself wasn’t so hot, but all in attendance had a lot 
of fun, anyway.  Promising a return visit this fall, Jason also extended a special invitation to all North 
Texas Battle Group members to visit the MBG. 
 
Final reminder regarding dues:  2004 club dues are now past due.  If they haven’t been paid, your 
membership may be downgraded and you won’t be able to vote on club business until you’re caught up 
again. 

“Big Gun Radio-Controlled 
Warship Combat is one of the 
most important advances in 
guy thinking since the potato 
gun.” 
 

- Dave Barry 



Scuttlebutt from the CO 
- Jerry Ethridge, CO 
 
Our club seems to be maturing pretty well at the 
moment. The club dues and battle fees have 
allowed us to start purchasing ammunition, gas, 
and to finally spread the cost of this newsletter 
to all members. In addition, we have really 
stepped up effort at self-promotion with a 
completed video and plans to set up a booth at 
the next “First Saturday” sale. There is even talk 
of making a float for next years Saint Patrick’s 
Day parade. All of these things take 
coordination, planning and discussion, most of 
which is done at our monthly meetings. Which 
brings me to my real subject? Just how many 
darn meetings must we have? 
 
The reason I bring this up is that some people in 
the club feel that with a meeting each month 
plus a battle, that those 24 gatherings a year is a 
little too much. It really is a lot when you 
consider the fact that it constitutes almost half of 
the weekends of the year. In addition, when you 
considered that some people make visits to area 
hobby shops, and some also do extra activities 
such as representing the club at a “First 
Saturday” sale or the upcoming “RC Thunder 
Boats” weekend, then some people actually 
sacrifice volunteer a lot of weekends to this 
club. 
 
Now why would anyone strike out a word on a 
word processor rather than deleting it? The 
answer is to make a point! No one should feel 
that they are sacrificing anything, because our 
club is all about getting together and having fun. 
We should not feel that we are organizing our 
lives around this club, rather that we are 
organizing the club around our lives. The club’s 
entire existence is to afford people the 
 

 
 
 
opportunity to get together and experience RC 
warship combat. No one is obligated to make 
100 percent attendance, not even the club 
admiralty. In fact, your CO plans to be in 
Tennessee (on family vacation) during the July 
battle. On occasion, I am needed at my job or a 
family event and sometimes cannot make a 
meeting and/or a battle. Others in the club have 
similar work or family duties that keep them 
from club activities, but they should not feel that 
they have in any way hurt or let down the club. 
 
Finally, I want to point out that the monthly club 
meeting is mandated in our club bylaws. I would 
also like to highlight the advantage to so many 
meetings and gatherings during the year. There 
are more than 24 opportunities a year for 
potential new members to walk up and meet our 
members and experience our hobby. In essence, 
any reduction in the number of times that we 
meet reduces the number of opportunities to 
everyone. Moreover, as stated before, the club’s 
entire existence is to afford people the 
opportunity to get together and experience RC 
warship combat. 
 

March Battle Report 
- Mike Duffy, XO 
 
The seas were high on the date of the March 
Battle.  So much so that the day’s events were 
threaten.  To give the weather time to calm, the 
captains adjourned to a meal.  After about two 
hours the wind had calmed down.  And the 

sorties began.  The Allies took to the waters first 
and took up position.  The Lutzow and 
Scharnhorst protected the Altmark while on her 
convoy run.  The Lakeshore felts its small size 
would be protect her and she headed out without 

April, 2004 Events: 
 
11-April General Meeting 
1:00 PM Mike’s Hobby Shop, Carrollton 
 
17-April Battle – Star Brand Ranch 
10:00 AM Setup Starts 
12:30 PM Captains’ Meeting 
1:00 PM Battle Starts 



her escort.  The Nelson and Dallas were 
concentrating on the Axis capital ships.  The 
Spica, in her maiden battle, harassed the Nelson.  
On the Lakeshore’s second convoy run she 
began to flounder and become lower.  The 
Nelson attempted to protect her but was 
entangled in the Spica’s mines.  Both ships’ 
propulsion had become disabled!  Each signaled 
5 minutes.  The Richelieu made her way slowly 
toward the Nelson to take advantage of her 
situation.  The Scharnhorst also closed in.  The 
Nelson defended herself bravely and survived 
her five minutes.  Rather than going for the kill 
on the Spica, the Dallas helped protect the 
Nelson.  Both the Spica and Nelson were scored 
“Lost”. The Altmark took only one hole but was 
pumping hard and returned to port.  The Lutzow 
was the favorite target of the Allies in the first 
sortie.   
 
Again the Allies took to the waters first in the 
second sortie.  The Axis looking for the sweep 
came out in force.  The Altmark was in trouble 
early with the Nelson and Dallas pounding her 
along the shore.  Feeling that the Scharnhorst 
could easily handle the Allied raiders, Richelieu 
headed after the Lakeshore.  Lakeshore zigged 
and zagged, working hard not to find herself 

under the quads of the Richelieu.  One salvo 
switched the list of the Lakeshore from starboard 
to port.   Since she was weeded and floundering 
the Richelieu headed to assist the Scharnhorst 
protecting the Altmark.  Even though she had 
taken much damage, Altmark made it to port.  
The Lakeshore ended up being “Lost”.  The 
Scharnhorst and Nelson exchanged many salvos 
with most causing damage.  While Scharnhorst 
rearmed, Richelieu let the Allies circle her rather 
than attempting to chase them down.  Nelson 
was pulled for rearming and the Dallas and 
Richelieu were left alone to play.  Dallas looked 
for the long high angle shots.  Richelieu looked 
for any thing other than bow or stern.  Once 
reamed, Nelson and Scharnhorst resumed their 
personal battle.  Richelieu fought weeds and 
Dallas, until her batteries gave out.  The sortie 
ended with Scharnhorst battling Nelson and 
Dallas alone. 
 
When the holes were counted it scored a total 
Axis victory.   It was the first sweep for the Axis 
in some time and prevents the Allies from 
growing an insurmountable lead.  It was nice to 
have Jason Annen of Midwest Battle Group join 
us.  
 

 
March Battle Scores: 
 
Sortie #1          
Axis          
Ship Combat 

Factor 
Cargo 
Value 

Combat 
Points 

Cargo 
Points 

Above On Below Result Cargo 
Runs 

Richelieu 94.0  95 0 7 1 0  - 
Scharnhorst 81.0  70 0 7 0 0  - 
Lutzow 57.0  140 0 14 0 0  - 
Spica 37.0  370 0 0 0 0 Lost - 
Altmark 28.0 250 50 250 0 0 1  1 
          
Allied          
Ship Combat 

Factor 
Cargo 
Value 

Combat 
Points 

Cargo 
Points 

Above On Below Result Cargo 
Runs 

Nelson 85.5  855 0 4 0 1 Lost - 
Hood 86.0  60 0 1 0 1  - 
Dallas 66.0  70 0 7 0 0  - 
Lake Shore 25.0 250 250 500 0 1 0 Lost 2 
          
          
          
          
          



Sortie #2          
Axis          
Ship Combat 

Factor 
Cargo 
Value 

Combat 
Points 

Cargo 
Points 

Above On Below Result Cargo 
Runs 

Richelieu 94.0  55 0 3 1 0  - 
Scharnhorst 81.0  300 0 25 0 1  - 
Altmark 28.0 250 220 0 12 2 1  0 
          
          
Allied          
Ship Combat 

Factor 
Cargo 
Value 

Combat 
Points 

Cargo 
Points 

Above On Below Result Cargo 
Runs 

Nelson 85.5  290 0 24 0 1  - 
Dallas 66.0  80 0 8 0 0  - 
Lake Shore 25.0 250 250 0 0 0 0 Lost 0 
 

Axis Totals: 

 Combat (Inflicted) Cargo 
Sortie #1 1235  250  

Sortie #2 620  0  

Total  1855  250  

 

Allied Totals: 

 Combat (Inflicted) Cargo 
Sortie #1 725  500  

Sortie #2 575  0  

Total  1300  500 

Year-To-Date Standings: 
 
 Combat Points 

Inflicted 
Combat Sorties 
Won 

Cargo Points Cargo Sorties 
Won 

Allies 17375 2 1250 1 
Axis 15285 3 4000 2 
 

Technical Certification 
- Michael “Gryf” Weber, TO 
 
One goal of the technical office this year is to 
(re)certify every ship in the fleet. If you’ve 
already been certified and haven’t made any 
changes you’re probably in fine shape already. If 
you have a new ship we’ll need to get its 
technical certification done before you battle. 
 
Technical certification has three distinct sections: 
 

1) Scale certification: This involves a 
comparison between the plans and the 
model to ensure it falls within the 5% 
error range allowed for building. Hull, 
waterline placement, rudder size and 
placement, gun placement, and 
superstructure appearance are the 
primary areas of this section. 

 
2) Armament: This area will test the 

strength of the guns and any other 
armament the ship carries (mines, etc.). 
Penetration tests and cannot elevate 
above horizontal will be the primary 
focus. CO2 delivery and all safety items 
involved will also be checked. 

 
3) Running gear: This is everything 

dealing with the ship that is not 
armament. Your speed capability, 
pumping capacity and general 
seaworthiness will be evaluated. Any 
item not meeting “code” will be 
discussed and solutions achieved.  

 



My goal is to have all the technical inspections 
done prior to the summer sailing season. I would 
like to do a majority of the ships during the April 
and May battles. Technical inspections will not 
take a long time if the following items are 
brought to the battle site: Your ship, the ship 
plans, and an information sheet that has its 

displacement, armament, armor, speed and cargo 
capacity (if any). 
 
If you have any questions or comments please 
drop me a line and I will do my best to address 
your specific issue. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
- Wreno Wynne, Treasurer 
 
As of March 26, 2004: 
 
Beginning Balance ...............................$ 950.00 
 
March receipts: 
 
0  Membership Due 
 @ $20 each...............................................$0.00 
0 Prepaid full year battle assessments 
@ $50 each................................................$0.00 
2 Monthly Battle Assessments 
@ $5 each................................................$10.00 
Equipment Reimbursements......................$0.00 
 __________ 
Total Collected in March.........................$10.00 
 
Expenditures:.............................................$0.00 
 __________ 
Ending Balance: ....................................$960.00 
 

Annual Summary: 
 
8Membership Dues 
@ $20 each ............................................$160.00 
1 Family Membership Dues 
@ $30 each ..............................................$30.00 
Battle assessments .................................$370.00 
Equipment Reimbursements..................$400.00 
 __________  
Total Collected: .....................................$960.00 
 
Expenditures: .............................................$0.00 
 __________  
Ending Balance:.....................................$960.00 
 
Battle Assessments ($5 each) were collected at 
the March Battle. 

Tactically Speaking 
- John Mianowski 
 
The Genius of Nelson – Part 2 
 
It’s been noted by several people that our game 
pits replicas of early 20th century ships against 
one another, using 19th century (and earlier) 
tactics.  It can be worth our while to study some 
of the tactics used in the age of sail and apply 
them to our games. 
 
One of the greatest admirals of the age of sail 
was Lord Horatio Nelson.  One of Nelson’s 
greatest victories was at Aboukir Bay in Egypt 
on 01-August-1798, also often referred to as the 
Battle of the Nile.  Nelson’s fleet had chased a 
French fleet back and forth across the 

Mediterranean See for weeks before finally 
catching them at anchor in Aboukir Bay. 
 
As usually, Nelson gave all of his captains 
instructions regarding what he wanted to do.  
Unlike the Royal Navy’s Fighting Instructions, 
which had been in use up until just recently, 
Nelson also expected and rewarded initiative on 
the part of his captains.  Although it was late in 
the day, Nelson charged ahead expecting pairs of 
his ships to anchor by the stern opposite the 
bows and quarters of the French ships, putting 
the ships in the forward part of the line under the 
guns of two ships each.  With the wind blowing 
down the length of the French column, the ships 
in the rear would be unable to join the battle and 



the British could work their way down the line a 
ship at a time. 
 

Figure 1. 
Battle of the Nile. 

 
As the British fleet rounded Aboukir Point, the 
captain of the lead ship observed that the French 
ships were swinging freely at anchor.  They had 
not taken the precaution of securing their ships 
by both bow and stern, and had left enough room 
between themselves and the shoals for a line of 
ships to get between them and the shore.  This 
was not expected, but Captain Foley of HMS 
Goliath took the initiative and instead of sailing 
down the seaward side of the French line, sailed 

down the landward side.  Four ships followed 
suit, while others slipped to the seaward side.  
Thus, not only did the British get their expected 
two-on-one engagements with individual French 
ships, they got as many as four-on-one in some 
instances 
 
The French were caught with at least two British 
ships on either side of them.  Having loaded only 
the seaward guns, they were completely 
unprepared for this.  The British methodically 
worked their way down the French line, 
destroying or capturing the French ships one at a 
time.  Only three, from the extreme rear of the 
line, managed to slip away.  The 120-gun 
flagship Orient exploded with a blast that ripped 
open the seams of nearby vessels.  On surveying 
the result, Nelson said, “Victory is not a name 
strong enough for such a scene.” 
 
In strategic terms, the Battle of the Nile cut off 
the French army in Egypt as well as destroying 
the French Toulon fleet, giving the Royal Navy 
practical supremacy in the Mediterranean. 
 
How this applies to us: 
 
The underlying principle that Nelson used was to 
choose that part of an enemy’s order that can 
least easily be helped, and attack it with superior 
forces.  This is still a valuable principle of war 
today.  Although our ships are powered, there 
may be situations where an enemy’s ships get 
out of position, so that they can’t immediately 
help their buddy out of a jam.  This presents an 
opportunity for an attacker to mass their forces 
on the ship(s) that can’t be easily defended, even 
if it’s just for a little while.  On a more basic 
predator-prey relationship, it’s like the wolf 
waiting for the shepherd to look away, then 
snatching one of the weaker sheep.

 

Simple Rules for Building and Fighting R/C Warships 
 

1. Never allow yourself to get into a fair fight. 

2. If you happen to find yourself on the short end of an unfair fight, get the heck out of 
there! 

3. Always be skeptical of any plan that includes the phrase, “All we have to do is_______.” 


