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March 31st  is the deadline for payment of 2004 dues!  Avoid getting dropped to an Associate Member 
status, with loss of voting rights – get those dues paid to Treasurer Wreno Wynne ASAP!  Individual 
dues are $20 and family dues are $30. 
 
5 ships were sunk (1 was a technical loss, for scoring purpose) at the February battle, delayed a week due 
to inclement weather.  The Allies have surged ahead in combat, while the Axis have taken a surprise lead 
in cargo! 
 
Our standard battle day is being switched from the 3rd Sunday to the 3rd Saturday, starting in March.  This 
is mostly being done because of a lack of open eateries in Kaufman on Sundays.  However, it does make 
it easier for captains to start getting their ships repaired and in working order immediately after the battle.  
It also gives us one more fallback date available in case of a rainout. 

“Big Gun Radio-Controlled 
Warship Combat is one of the 
most important advances in 
guy thinking since the potato 
gun.” 
 

- Dave Barry 



Scuttlebut from the CO 
- Jerry Ethridge, CO 
 
The club Bylaws allows the assessment of dues 
and fees to help cover the cost of club 
operations. The membership voted to start 
assessing those dues and fees beginning this 
year. Due to the policy being so new, we have 
set a generous grace period of three months for 
everyone to comply with the new policy. The 
grace period ends at the end of March so don’t 
forget to see the treasurer and settle up, or your 
club membership will lapse. 
 
Now that we have money in our club fund, we 
will need a policy that spells out how we handle 
those monies. I have therefore drafted a Fund 
Appropriation and Accounting Policy, which is 
presented below. During our next general 
meeting, we will put this policy to a test, and 
open the door to fund appropriations. The policy 
may be revised as needed to ensure that club 
funds are managed in a reasonable and equitable 
manner. 
 
Fund Appropriation and Accounting Policy 
 
At each meeting of the North Texas Battle 
Group, the treasurer will give a full account of 
the clubs funds, which shall include the 
following: 
 

1. The current balance of club funds. 
2. A list of all outstanding appropriations 

and their balance. 
3. A list of all collections and 

disbursements made since the last 
treasurer’s report. 

 
At anytime during the club meeting, a member 
may make a motion for an appropriation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the motion, the CO will then call for a 
vote. A favorable vote by a simple majority of 
the membership in attendance at that meeting is 
required for the motion to pass. If the motion is 
passed, the membership can then decide how 
long that appropriation should be in effect. If no 
time limit is specified, then by default, the 
appropriation will expire at the end of the 
calendar year. 
 
The treasurer is responsible for maintaining 
records and receipts of all financial transactions. 
These records should be made available for 
membership review but do not necessarily need 
to be made public. 
 

February Battle Report 
- Mike Duffy, XO 
 
The improved weather was worth the wait for 
our February battle.  I must compliment all on 
the site prep that went remarkably quick.  Our 
first Scenario required convoy ships to dock in 
hostile ports.  Each port had an associated value 

and the ship was required to make a round trip to 
score the points of the run.  Of course the 
enemy’s task was to prevent these runs while 
protecting their own convoy runs.  
 

March, 2004 Events: 
 
3/13 Shipbuilding 201, 11:00 AM 

5317 Valleydale in Flower Mound 
Mike Duffy:  972-539-2889 
 

3/14 General Meeting, 1:00 PM 
603 Haymeadow Drive in Wylie 
William Jowers: 972-442-1435 

 
3/20 Battle! 

Note the change from Sunday to 
Saturday 
10:00 AM Setup starts 
11:00 AM Triels & Certifiations 
12:30 PM Captins’ Meeting 
1:00 PM Battle Commences 

 
3/21 Damage Repair Party 11:00 AM 

2218 Village Crest Drive in Garland 
John Mianowski:  972-496-9066 



The Allies hit the water with their full 
compliment, which included the Dallas, Nelson, 
Iowa and Cimarron.  Wiley Richardson, our 
newest member, piloted the Cimarron.   The 
Richelieu was the first Axis to leave port and 
contest sea control.  The Scharnhorst was 
plagued with communication troubles.  Special 
thanks to the Lake Shore Captain for 
volunteering his radio to the Scharnhorst.  The 
Richelieu concentrated on stopping the Cimarron 

and soon had it pumping hard.  After the 
Cimarron had completed two runs, it began to 
wait out her five minutes in port, not wanting to 
risk a sink.   The Allies wasted no time in 
wanting to retaliate on the Richelieu.  The Dallas 
and Nelson maneuvered to take their shots.  The 
Richelieu decided to imitate her namesake, 
Bishop Richelieu and baptize the Iowa in Texas 
waters.  Several shots were fired at the Iowa’s 
bow.  The Allies chased their quarry around the 

 

 
 

DKM Lutzow shows what can happen when you get too close to HMS Nelson. 
 
 
entire pond angling for good shots.  Several 
shots were scored by each side.  The Nelson 
scored a damaging hit on the Richelieu at mid 
ship, just at water level.  Seeing the resulting list, 
the Richelieu attempted to find shallow water on 
the far side of the pond.  Her goal was to block 
the convoy port before settling, the laws of 
displacement overruled this plan.  While the 
Allies cheered, the Scharnhorst emerged from 
port quickly followed by the Lutzow.  Quickly 
all the warships began a full scale battle.  The 
Lutzow was taking major hits, leaving large 

chunks of skin missing.  Several shots went 
though both sides.  She beached herself but 
settled and was sunk.  The Scharnhorst was 
taking some quality shots on the Nelson, often 
exposing herself to the broadsides from the 
Nelson.  The sluggishness of the Nelson was 
visible.  The Scharnhorst also was hitting the 
Iowa and she was taking on a lot of water.  At 
one point her decks were nearly awash, then her 
pump primed and she rose out of the water.  The 
sortie ended with the Scharnhorst finishing off 



the Nelson.  Very quietly the Altmark stealthly 
scored 11 convoy points for the Axis. 
 
Following repairs the start of the second sortie 
had all the Axis ships in formation waiting on 
someone to contest the seas.  The Axis captains 
marveled at the piloting skills of John Beckerich 
as he seamlessly entered the hostile port four 
times.  When the Allies arrived on scene, the 
battle resumed.  Scharnhorst and Richelieu 
chased down the Nelson attempting to sandwich 
it.  The Nelson was maneuvering and often 
finding the Lutzow, ripping into the temporary 
patches.  The Dallas sniped from just outside of 
the fray.  Running her gas dry, the Scharnhorst 
headed for port to refill.  Richelieu, slowed by 
drained batteries, found a place to make a stand.  
With the speed trap protecting her port flank, she 

fired at the Dallas & Nelson as they circled her 
like Indians in a “B” western movie.  Sustaining 
little damage the Richelieu headed to port for 
gas, once the Scharnhorst returned.  The Dallas 
was already in port gassing up.  The Nelson and 
Scharnhorst continued a slow turn battle when 
the Lake Shore decided to take its chances.  
Locating a deep spot, the Lake Shore stalled and 
then began to take water in through the 
Scharnhorst holes.  She sank so slowly, she 
survived her five minutes and was recorded lost.  
 
The totals for the day showed that the each side 
took a Combat sortie and the Axis won both 
Convoy sorties.  It was as active a battle as we 
have seen in some time.   
 

 
February Battle Scores 
 
Sortie #1          
          
Axis          
          
Ship Combat 

Points 
Cargo 
Points 

Above On Below Result Sink 
Points 

Lost 
Points 

Cargo 
Runs 

Richelieu 9400 0 8 0 0 Sunk 9400   
Lutzow 5700 0 11 1 0 Sunk 5700   
Scharnhorst 200 0 5 2 2     
Altmark 270 2750 7 0 4    11 
TOTAL 15570.0 2750        
          
 
Allied 

         

          
Ship Combat 

Points 
Cargo 
Points 

Above On Below Result Sink 
Points 

Lost 
Points 

Cargo 
Runs 

Iowa 725 0 30 5 6     
Nelson 8950 0 20 0 0 Sunk 8950   
Dallas 125 0 5 1 1     
Cimarron 65 750 4 1 0    3 
AK-74(green) 2700 0 6 2 2 Sunk 2700   
TOTAL 12565.0 750        
          
Sortie #2          
          
Axis          
          
Ship Combat 

Points 
Cargo 
Points 

Above On Below Result Sink 
Points 

Lost 
Points 

Cargo 
Runs 

Richelieu 80 0 8 0 0     
Lutzow 115 0 9 1 0     
Scharnhorst 110 0 11 0 0     
Altmark 110 1000 6 2 0    4 
TOTAL 415.0 1000        
          
          
          



 
Allied          
          
Ship Combat 

Points 
Cargo 
Points 

Above On Below Result Sink 
Points 

Lost 
Points 

Cargo 
Runs 

Nelson 505 0 38 1 2     
Dallas 80 0 3  1     
Lake Shore 250 0  1 3 Lost  250  
TOTAL 835.0 0        
 
Battle Totals 
 
TEAM Combat 

Inflicted Pts 
Combat 
Sorties Won 

Cargo Cargo Sorties 
Won 

Axis Total 13400 1 3750 2 
Allied Total 15985 1 750 0 
 
2004 Total Scores 
 
 Axis    Allies    
 Inflicted 

Combat 
Pts 

Combat 
Sorties 
Won 

Cargo 
Points 

Cargo 
Sorties 
Won 

Inflicted 
Combat 
Pts 

Combat 
Sorties 
Won 

Cargo 
Points 

Cargo 
Sorties 
Won 

January 30 0 0 0 90.0 1 0 0 
February 13400 1 3750 2 15985.0 1 750 0 
Total 13430.0 1 3750 2 16075.0 2 750 0 
 
Sunk Tonnage by Captain 
 
Captain Total Tonnage Sunk 
 February Year-To-Date 
Mianowski 63748 63748 
Weber 34925 34925 
Duffy 20625 20625 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
- Wreno Wynne, Treasurer 
 
As of February 24, 2004: 
 
Beginning Balance $350 
 
February receipts: 
2 Membership Dues @ $20 each $40 
3 Prepaid full year battle assessments @ $50 
each $150 
2 Monthly Battle Assessments @ $5 each $10 
Equipment Reimbursements $400 
Total Collected in February $600 
 
Expenditures: $-0- 
 
Ending Balance $950 
 

Annual Summary: 
 
8 Membership Dues @ $20 each $160 
1 Family Membership Dues @ $30 each $30  
Battle assessments $360 
Equipment Reimbursements $400 
Total Collected: $350 
 
Expenditures: $-0- 
 
Ending Balance: $950 
 
Battle Assessments ($5) were collected at the 
February Battle.  Dues and Assessment 
payments are due before the March battle to get 
the discounted rate. 



Attention All Hands 
- Mark Crowder, Captain, USS Iowa 
 
Just thought I would toss out some words to any 
persons thinking about becoming a captain, but 
worried about ships sinking and such.  Of course, 
the rules require that they be sinkable, that is part 
of the game, but ...  Sinking doesn't have to 
happen.  At first, I was thinking a big part of my 
luck at the February battle was the break newbie 
captains get at their first battle (and this may well 
be true), but I also recall that an un-armed ship, 
the HMS LION had won a LAST MAN 
STANDING battle in Australia in 2001.  In 
addition to being un-armed at the time, it had 
also lost 2 of her 4 props, so she was at a speed 
and handling disadvantage as well.  Details (with 

pictures) can be found at this website - 
http://www.ausbg.com/battles/nats_2001_jan/lm
s.html 
 
Did I sink anybody?  No!  Did I have fun?  Yes!  
Would it be more fun if I sunk somebody?  Yes!  
Would it be less fun if somebody sank me?  That 
would depend on what I did to them in return, 
wouldn't it?  If you are thinking about it, try it.  
You won't know what the fun is until you are out 
there doing it. 
 
So, to paraphrase an old cliché, "It isn't whether 
you sink or float, it is how you play the game". 

 

Mystery Ship 
 

 
 
Can you guess what ship this is?  First correct guess other than Jeff Burns gets a NTXBG coffee mug.  
Identify the ship in terms of navy and class. 
 
From Conway’s (edited, to keep it from being too obvious): 
 
Displacement:  6670t standard; 7050t normal 
Dimensions:  509tf 6in oa x 52ft 6in x 18 ft max 
Machinery:  3-shaft turbines, 8 boilers, 72,000shp = 31kts.  Oil 1200t 
Armor:  Belt 3in – 2in, deck 2in – 1in, funnel bases 2 in, gunhouses 4 in (faces), CT 5in 
Armament 10-5.9in/50, 4-75mm/55 AA, 4 MG 
Complement:  480 
 
The first unit of the class was laid down on 31-May-1916.  4 ships total were laid down, but only 2 
completed and saw little combat.  Major refits in 1934-35, replacing the mainmast with a small derrick post 
stepped farther forward, while a new tubular foremast, with director tower and searchlight platform, was 
installed.  The original AA and machine guns were replaced by 6 (8) single 40mm AA and 6-12.7mm AA.  
One member of this class was torpedoed in a battle whose name was quite similar to the ship’s.  The other 
completed unit participated in the Normandy landings in a rather unique way. 


