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The allies scored a convincing victory in Octobdxadtle, achieving the dreaded “Golden Sombrero” g
four axis ships sunk (1 better than a hat trickhwio allied ships sunk. Only Scharnhorst remained
afloat at the end, preventing a complete sweepeéas by the allies.

A running, day-long battle format was used at tletoBer battle. Rather than a number of limited
sorties, ships were allowed to arm, gas, and repainy time during the battle. This format seetoed
have been well received by those participating.

Members are reminded that club elections are cominigp January. Under club bylaws, the XO gets
automatically promoted to CO, while the CO getstputasture. All other current officers may or may
not run for reelection, at their own discretionnyfody thinking about running for an office should
probably talk to the current holder, see what thesj like, & what their intentions are.

North Texas Battle Group
3524 County Road 1157
Greenville, TX 75401

“Big Gun Radio-Controlled
Warship Combat is one of the
most important advances in
guy thinking since the potato
gun.”

- Dave Barry



Scuttlebutt From The CO
- Jerry Ethridge, CO

The year is quickly coming to a close and there
are several things that | would like to finish
before the end of the year. For one, | need
everyone's input on the features that they would
like to see on the proposed equipment trailer.
Please email your ideas to me by tfleo8
November. This will ensure a lively discussion
during the November meeting. Although this
project will by no means be completed this year,
it would be good to at least solidify the
requirements in order to get a good estimate of
its cost. The new year will also bring additional
funds when the annual dues get paid. This should
put us on a good footing for funding that
particular project.

Next, | would like to declare the November
battle as photo shoot day. Everyone bring his or
her cameras and video cams. Between all of us,

November Events:

11/14 General Meeting

1:00 PM, Gryf's house

2806 Geneva Drive, Garland
11/20 Battle!
10:00 AM Setup Starts
12:30 Captains’ Meeting
1:00 PM Commence Firing!

we should be able to come up with enough
photographic material for promotional purposes.
Ideally we wanted this to occur on a separate day
from a battle, however it's hard enough getting
everyone together as it is, so we will combine
them and get it done once and for all!

November Battle Report
- Wreno Wynne, Special Correspondent

Dawn on the Western Gulf broke with slight
breezes out of the East, an unusual weather
condition resulting in an almost ideal sea state,
with clear waters and clear skies. Temperatures
were proving ideal for extensive maneuvers for
both sides, and both Axis and Allied admiralties
decided to advance strenuous maneuvers,
including sorties outside the protected areas of
the Gulf, and into deeper open waters. The Axis
outnumbered the Allies, with Scharnhorst,
Richelieu, Dunkerque, Spica, and Altmark in the
Gulf, with only the Missouri and Nelson
escorting the Cimarron for the early part of the
campaign, joined by Dallas and Espana
periodically. Rules of engagement were modified
to try new battle parameters used in other
theatres.

Captain Burns, in an experimental procedure,
attached and towed Espana out through the deep
sea and back successfully after the Espana went
dead in the water. A gutsy move, with Espana
dead in the water and under attack by
Scharnhorst and Richelieu and with Dallas

launched on an emergency basis with no stores
and limited fuel.

By mid battle, zephyr breezes left the gulf like
glass, disturbed only by the wakes and shellfire
of the warring ships. A contingent of onlookers
gathered on the peninsula to observe, in awe of
the destruction being wrecked, with
representatives from Germany as well as nearby
hamlets like Crandall.

Captain Jowers, of the Spica, claimed some sort
of sea creature actually ate his mines as they
were being laid, pulling his ship to a stop on
occasion with the mine cables. Some say that he
may have just had too much grippa. Although
there are stories of sea-serpents the length of
battleships, and fish the size of heavy cruisers in
this body, most discount them as exaggeration.
However, when attacked by the Missouri, the
Missouri dislodged some mines from the Spica
and had her props fouled in the mine cables.
Spica was able to tow the Missouri into port, and
was attempting to claim her as a captured prize



when he realized that he had towed her back to
an Allied port, and that the Italians had re-allied
with the Allies at that point in the war (which, of
course, is why the Missouri did not bring guns to
bear and sink her). Later, when again both ships
met at sea (with the Missouri temporarily under
the command of Captain Wes), the Spica tried
again to attack the Missouri. Captain Wes,
having no sympathy for the Spica, proceeded to
bring guns to bear and, with a couple of shots,
sent the Spica to the bottom. Captain Wes,
taking advantage of temporary command of such
a strong ship under his command, went on to
sink Dunkerque and heavily damage Richelieu,
leaving the honor of coups de grace to a
broadside from Nelson.

Captain Josiah of the Altmark made one last
brave run after most of the Axis fleet had
withdrawn or sunk. He waited until reports had
the Allied fleet spread out and away from his sea
lanes, and then made all available speed. From

November Battle Scores:

AXis:
Ship Combat Cargo Cargo
Points Points Runs
DMK Scharnhorst 565 - -
FNS Richelieu 9510 - -
FNS Dunquerque 7560 - -
Spica 3800 - -
DKM Altmark 2990 2500 4
Allied:
Ship Combat Cargo Cargo
Points Points Runs
USS Missouri 190 - -
HMS Nelson 285 - -
Espana 115 - -
USS Dallas 170 - -
USS Cimarron 95 4000 8
Team Totals Combat (Inflicted) Cargo
Axis 855 2500
Allied 24425 4000
2004 Year-To-Date Standings:
Combat
Segments Won Total Points
Inflicted
Axis 6 34080
Allies 6 61345

the air, the sight of the Allied fleet was
reminiscent of a group of hunting dogs, lazing in
the sun, who suddenly get the scent. All
immediately sprung into action and maneuvered
to intercept or block him. Although the battling
was fierce, he was able to maneuver through
with little damage, getting his cargo through.
Quite a showing for a novice captain, but still
less cargo runs than the cagey Captain Ethridge
commanding the Cimarron.

All'in all, it was a beautiful and memorable day
of intense battling. Engaging under the
experimental rules scenario proved challenging
to ship and captain alike, and a good time
seemed to be had by all. Though outhumbered
in ships, the Allies were able to inflict
significantly more damage on the Axis fleet
today and run more cargo. It was a decisive
victory for Allied forces.

Above On Below Result
39 3 2 -
15 2 1 SUNK
34 4 7 SUNK
2 0 2 SUNK
6 0 3 SUNK
Above On Below Result
19 0 0 -
16 1 2 -
9 1 2 -
12 0 1 -
7 1 0 -
Cargo
Segments Won Total Points
Achieved
7 22750
4 28500



Gun Penetration Testing
- Jerry Ethridge

We have started compiling cannon velocity data
on our guns in order to someday make gun
certification a matter of measuring gun velocity
and comparing it to a chart. Prior to our last
battle, we were able to take measurements on %
inch, 7/32 inch, and 3/16 inch ball bearings.

Measurements were made by firing a ship’s gun
through a chronograph at our standard 2-inch

Data points in red are velocities that resulted in
complete penetration. Those velocity points that
did not result in complete penetration are
recorded in blue. A simple analysis of this data
shows that most shots over 170 fps resulted in
complete penetration and most shots below 170
fps resulted in partial penetration.

reference foam. The velocity and penetration
results were recorded for later analysis. The
penetration results recorded were in terms of
fully penetrated or not. Actual penetration depth
was not recorded.

The following plot shows the ¥4 inch velocity
data:

Unfortunately, only four 7/32 data points and six
3/16 data points were taken which was not
enough data to warrant analysis for those
calibers. The awkwardness of the test setup has
prompted me to re-think the method of testing. |
am working on a rig that will fire all calibers of
ball bearings with finer velocity control. This

will allow many more samples to be taken in a



shorter amount of time. Since the density of the
construction foam is not perfectly uniform, many
data points are needed in order to zero in on the
average velocity of full penetration (Editor’s

note: Weapons Testing Procedures require firing
5 shots at varying intervals. This apparently
ensures that enough data points are obtained to

allow for inconsistencies in both guns and
foam.). With hundreds of data points plotted in a
histogram format, it should be apparent at what
point the velocity transitions from partial
penetration to full penetration.

Allies: Don’t Let Up Now!

The allied forces find themselves in a favorable
position going into the final two battles of 2004.
Soon the victory parades will wind down
Broadway, with ticker tape flying and crowds
cheering the heroic allies. Leading in total
damage inflicted by a margin of 27,265 points -
an almost insurmountable gap with only two
battles remaining — the allies are poised for a
second consecutive year’s triumph.

Realistically, there is no hope for the axis. The
allies would have to have two surrenders of their
largest ships for the score to even become close,
not even accounting for the inevitable damage
inflicted in return.

Yes, the axis cause is truly a lost one, but that
makes them potentially dangerous. With no
chance of winning, the axis may feel as though
they have nothing to lose. The axis needs a
miracle, but unfortunately for them, miracles
seldom favor the forces of darkness. Like
cornered rats, they may lash out fiercely in these
final battles and the allies had best stay on guard

The cargo campaign is much closer, with only
5,750 points needing to be made up by the axis.

The allies conceded cargo long ago, until July
when the axis failed to put any armed warships
on the water. The lack of armed opposition
allowed the allies to get back into the cargo game
that they owned last year and are now on the
verge of sweeping the categories. The axis put
themselves in this situation, and have only
themselves to blame. With cargo runs scoring
500 points each, a dozen need to be made up.
This is not impossible, and can be spread over
the two battles remaining. Again, the allies need
to be sure not to take anything for granted. Ships
need to stay in top condition, and all captains are
needed at the final two battles.

With such deficits to overcome, nobody could
blame the axis if they all decide to pack it in.
Let's hope that it doesn’t end that way, however.
The axis should be encouraged to put to sea in
full force, and go down fighting, with honor.

With any luck, another axis ship or two that
hasn’t been seen lately might join the death
sortie to provide the victorious allies with an
even more target-rich environment, and the
opportunity to win it all pulling away.

Intercepted letter from Axis High Command

Greetings Captain,

| am writing this letter to thank you for your
efforts on the allied side and to inform you that
our current strategy to dishearten and eliminate
the allied forces is working exactly as planned.
They are no doubt heaving victory shouts into
the air after our sacrifices of the past battle and
will be especially aggressive and careless the
next outing. We have allowed them to gain an
apparent commanding lead in sink points and left
them tantalizingly close to winning cargo points.

Your sacrifices have not been in vain. We are
planning a November surprise for the allies. The
clever repositioning of the Dunkerque in
Kaufman has allowed the work crews in Garland
to get the Amagi back online. With the Japanese
battlegroup of Amagi and Musashi on the water
while the European battlegroup swings
counterpoint an overwhelming weight of fire can
now be directed at the allied swine. After they
have been sent to the bottom they will be unable



to intercept the Axis cargo ships sealing our
victory in that area.

Our experiments in mine laying have been
extraordinarily fruitful and full advantage of this

weapon of war will be utilized in the next battles.

The Italians have been very active in this area
and we look forward to harvesting Allied
warships that have been immobilized by these
devices. Expect further orders regarding
operations in and around minefields.

I commend all of you for your strength and your
conviction to our cause will be borne out in
battle. The safekeeping of our cause is in your
hands and the future could not hold brighter
promise.

<<undecipherable>>
Joint Naval Operations
Vichy, Berlin, Rome, Tokyo Axis

Treasurer’'s Report
- Wreno Wynne, Treasurer

As of October 29, 2004

Beginning Balance: $889.97
Aug, Sept Receipts:

0 Membership Dues

@ $20 each prorated $0.00

0 Prepaid full year battle assessments

@ $50 each $0.00
4 Monthly Battle Assessments

@ $5 each $20.00
Fund Raiser Sales (T-Shirts) $0.00
Equipment Reimbursements __$0.00
Total Collected in Period $20.00
Expenditures:

Ammunition $0.00
COo2 $0.00
Newsletter $0.00
Total Expenses in Period $0.00
Ending Balance: $909.97

Annual Summary:

Receipts:

9 Membership Dues

@ $20 each $190.00
1 Family Membership Dues

@ $30 each $30.00
Battle assessments $415.00
Fund Raisers $120.00
Equipment Reimbursements $400.00
Total Collected YTD: $1155.00
Expenditures:

Shows $70.00
Ammunition $78.21
CO2 $24.03
Newsletter $72.79
Total Expenses YTD $245.03
Ending Balance: $909.97

Outstanding Appropriations:

COo2 $50.00




