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The newsletter of the North Texas Battle Group.

“Welcome aboard!” to our newest members: Mike B@ttfather Danny have made it official as our
newest family members.

Even with the heat, & only 2 sorties run, July'stlzawas great! More ships sank than stayed afloat
which is always good. See Jerry’'s detailed account

“Shipbuilding 101" is a little behind the originethedule, but moving right along. It's likely tha¢’ll
have a couple more cargo ships — 1 allied & 1 -atiy the August battle.

The rule change proposal from last month, to stiojingers during a TTO, was defeated. Several peo
didn’t want it to apply to individual ships on 5maites, otherwise it would have passed. A revised
proposal may be submitted later.
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North Texas Battle Group
2218 Village Crest Drive
Garland, TX 75044-7140

“Big Gun Radio-Controlled
Warship Combat is one of the
most important advances in
guy thinking since the potato
gun.”

- Dave Barry



CO’s Column
- John Mianowski, CO

Jerry got a little long-winded this month, so I'm
aced out of my space! That's OK — the battle
accounts have got to be more fun to read than
anything that | might put here.

Also, the fact that we ran only 2 sorties instead
of our usual 3 means that there’s not enough
score data to account for another page. So, to
keep the newsletter to an even number of pages,
my comments are brief! Either that or I'd have
to find 2 pages-worth of filler!

August Events:

8/10 Meeting
2218 Village Crest Drive, Garland
12:00 noon

8/10 Battle!
Huffhines Park, Richardson
10:00 AM start setup
12:30 PM — captains’ meeting
1:00 PM start of battle

July Battle Report
- Jerry Ethridge, XO

Rarely does it happen but the first clash between
the Allies and the Axis powers on July"2@003
started out with the numbers favoring the Axis.
The Axis deployed the Amagi, Richelieu,
Musashi, and the two pocket battleships the
Lutzow and the Graf Spee. To meet this threat,
the Allies quickly deploy their muscle, the Hood,
and the Missouri to keep the enemy at bay so
that they could make some transport runs. After
the battleships were deployed, the Dallas came
out to escort AK-63 and the Lake Shore. Their
plan worked because the Lake Shore relatively
quickly scored a cargo run for the Allies. In
contrast, AK-63 ran into trouble right away as
the weeds slowed her down enough to allow the
Axis to pound on her for awhile.

In this battle, almost everyone had some amount
of trouble with the weeds in the pond. The
Lutzow got no further than a few feet from port
when she was stopped cold by the weeds. After
managing to free her props, the Lutzow, along
with the Graf Spee, stalked AK-63 and put a few
holes into her. The Lutzow however was quickly
overwhelmed by both the Dallas and the
Missouri and had to retreat.

Meanwhile, the Hood ran into a little trouble of
her own. After noticing a puff of smoke coming
from the Hood, her captain tried desperately to
bring her back to port, but a non-functioning
bilge pump was to spell her doom. With the

Musashi and Richelieu hounding her, she sank to
the bottom and marked her watery grave by
spewing gas until her stores were empty. A post
mortem revealed that the puff of smoke was
overheated pump wires due to a pump stall. The
hot wires burned through a gas line and created a
CO2 leak. John wasn't really disappointed
though, after raising the Hood, he had caught
seven fish!

The Axis had a little run of bad luck themselves.
The Amagi suffered a six inch by % inch gash in
the bow. However that didn’t stop her from
gallantly chasing after the Dallas. What did stop
her was a side trip to the bottom of the pond
when that gash started letting in water! The
Richelieu sort of disappeared in a Bermuda
triangle situation. Her captain took his eyes of
his ship, and when he looked back, she was
heading to the bottom. It was rumored that at the
enquiry, he was asked “exactly what were you
doing between 13:46:02 and 13:46:30 on the
afternoon of July 25, 2003?” We would also like
an answer to that question!

The Allies’ luck held a little better, sort of. AK-
63 successfully made her cargo run but sank in
port. The Lake Shore also made another cargo
run and started a third but sank due to being
unseaworthy. Despite the losses, the Allies once
again came through with cargo points. They also
captured the combat win for the first sortie.



Despite a 45 minute reprieve from both the guns
and the heat, the war marched on as both sides
deployed for sortie number two. The Graf Spee
quickly claimed ownership of the seas while
waiting for her comrades. The Missouri gave
pursuit and wounded the Graf Spee, but she
maneuvered deftly until the Richelieu and the
Musashi came out to relieve her. The wounds,
however, proved too grave and the Graf Spee
was out for the rest of the battle. The Amagi, too,
was missing in action with electrical problems.

While the Musashi, Richelieu and the Missouri
mixed it up, the Nelson and the Dallas come out
with AK-63 to make a cargo run. The Lutzow
joined the battle and was on the hunt for cargo
ships. The Richelieu also joined in the hunt for
cargo ships and staked out buoy number two. On
the Allies side, the Missouri and the Nelson
break off and join the Dallas in escorting AK-63
to buoy number two. The Lutzow and the
Musashi quickly made their way to the now
infamous buoy number two and joined the
mother of all battles. The transport got fouled on
the weeds along with the Dallas and all
combatants stayed in the area and pounded away
at each other. After a brief time out to clear
props, the battle again started up with almost
everyone grouped around buoy number two.

The battle quickly breaks from buoy number two
and the Dallas and the transport slip away to
continue the cargo run. The Lutzow makes a run
for the transport and gets in a good shot, causing
the transport to start pumping hard. As the Dallas
and AK-63 round buoy number four, they face a
gauntlet of axis ships on the way back to port.
The Musashi quickly goes after the transport but
the Dallas places herself between the two. They
are so close together while firing that neither is
very effective with their guns. Finally, all three
enter port and once again, the Allies score with a
cargo run.

The Lutzow claims ownership of the seas while
everyone else has returned to replenish their
stores. Her rein was short lived as the Nelson
came out to meet her. The Nelson seemed to be
having technical difficulties and the Lutzow took
advantage with a jab at both the bow and the
stern. However with one prop fouled, the Lutzow
had to retire to port and clear herself. Although

she has cold guns, the Nelson stays behind and
claims control of the seas. With her props
cleared, the Lutzow once again comes out to
meet the Nelson who is defenseless, or so she
thought. The Nelson used her pumps to flood the
decks of the Lutzow and held her at bay until the
Missouri came out to engage the Lutzow. The
Missouri found her mark on the Lutzow and she
started pumping. The Nelson gassed up and once
again came out, along with the Dallas to join the
Missouri in a fight with the Lutzow. As the
Missouri breaks off of the Lutzow, the Dallas
swoops in and they pound each other. The
Lutzow becomes mossed and is now an easy
prey for everyone. A TTO is called and after a
little more pounding, the Lutzow is dragged to
port for moss removal.

The Allies gain sea control for awhile with the
Nelson and the Missouri waiting for the enemy

to make a showing. The Richelieu obliges along
with the Musashi shortly afterwards. The Lutzow
clears her props, reloads and also joins the battle
The Missouri and Nelson mix it up with the
Musashi while the Lutzow bears down on the
battle. The Missouri quickly sees an opening for
the Lutzow and deals it a crushing blow as parts
go flying everywhere off of the Lutzow and she
starts pumping. The Nelson wants a piece of
Lutzow and lands several shots into a ship that is
clearly in trouble. A few moments later, the
Lutzow joins the fishes and retires from the
battle.

After the Lutzow goes down, the Allies retire for
stores as the Missouri is left to fend off the
Richelieu and the Musashi. The Nelson comes
back out and gets into a heated battle with the
Richelieu. They practically come to a standstill
beside each other and trade shots until the
Nelson has to bow out when her gas runs low.
The battle finally nears an end with all the big
battleships in the fray. In the last moments, the
Missouri is seen to be pumping hard and getting
low in the water. As time expires in the second
sortie, she makes it back to port to fight another
day.

After the two battles are tallied, the Allies pritva
in both battle points and cargo points. The Axis
come away with the most sea control points.
Once again, the Allies rule the Day!



July Battle Scoring

Sortie #1: Axis

Ship Combat | Cargo | Combat | Cargo | Above | On | Below| Result| Sink | Lost Cargo
Points Points | Factor Value Points | Points | Runs
Lutzow 150 0 57.0 0 1d 2 D D 0 0
Adm. Graf Spee 95 [t 54. D 2 1 1 0 0 0
Amagi 9500 0 95.0 [0 SUNK 9500 0 0
Richelieu 9400 0 94.4 SUN 9400 0 0
Musashi 185 0 84.( 1 0 0 0
Sortie #1: Allied
Ship Combat | Cargo | Combat | Cargo | Above | On | Below| Result| Sink | Lost Cargo
Points Points | Factor Value Points | Points | Runs
Hood 8600 0 86.0 g SUNH 8600 0 0
Dallas 180 0 66.0 q 3 3 P D 0 0
Missouri 240 0 90.0 [0 14 y 0 0 0
AK-63 (pink) 2700 250 27.0 25 SUN 27Q0 0 1
Lake Shore 270 500 27. 250 LOST 0 270 2
Sortie #2: Axis
Ship Combat | Cargo | Combat | Cargo | Above | On | Below| Result| Sink | Lost Cargo
Points Points | Factor Value Points | Points | Runs
Lutzow 5700 0 57.0 [0 SUNK 5700 0 0
Adm. Graf Spee 134 54. 0 1 1 2 0 0 0
Musashi 890 0 84.( 54 A 5 0 0 0
Richelieu 440 0 94. q 2 0 0 0
Sortie #2: Allied
Ship Combat | Cargo | Combat | Cargo | Above | On | Below| Result| Sink | Lost Cargo
Points Points | Factor Value Points | Points | Runs
AK-63 (pink) 125 250 27.0 25( D L 4 0 0 1
Missouri 345 0 90.0 [0 17 | B 0 0 0
Dallas 195 0 66.0 d 2 | B D 0 0
Nelson 455 0 89.9 [( 1 0 0 0
Battle Totals:
Combat Cargo Sea Control
Axis, Sortie #1 19,330.0 0 141
Axis, Sortie #2 7,165.0 0 427
AXIS TOTALS 2,6495 0 568
Allied, Sortie #1 11,990.0 750 75
Allies, Sortie #2 1,120.0 25( 80
ALLIED TOTALS 1,3110 1,000 155
Year-To-Date Standings:
Combat Points Combat Sorties| Cargo Points Cargo Sorties | Sea Control Sea Control
Won Won Points Sorties Won
Axis 108,420.0 8 1,250 ] 2,518 jl[o]
Allies 94,675.0 10 9,750 1 4,441 |5




